As our collections become increasingly electronic, standards play an increasingly important role not only for libraries but also for publishers. This session will describe standards and recommended practices that are designed to support the publishing, identification, and retrieval of electronic materials, including KBART (Knowledge Bases and Related Tools), the DOI (Digital Object Identifier), and EPUB. What are they, what do they do, how do they relate to the work of a broad spectrum of attendees, and, particularly, why we should care? The presenters are co-chairs of the NISO (National Information Standards Organization) Content and Collection Management Topic Committee.
As our collections become increasingly electronic, standards play an increasingly important role not only for libraries but also for publishers. This session will describe standards and recommended practices that are designed to support the publishing, identification, and retrieval of electronic materials, including KBART (Knowledge Bases and Related Tools), the DOI (Digital Object Identifier), and EPUB (not an acronym). What are they, what do they do, how do they relate to the work of a broad spectrum of attendees, and, particularly, why we should care? The presenters are co-chairs of the NISO (National Information Standards Organization) Content and Collection Management Topic Committee.
Standards are a collaborative effort by and for members of the information community to facilitate the work of all constituencies by doing things in a specified way to solve a shared problem. Standards and recommended practices may be developed by official standards bodies such as the National Information Standards Organization (NISO) and the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) or emerge from industry groups such as the International Digital Publishing Forum (IDPF) or from member organizations such as the United Kingdom Serials Group (UKSG).
NISO is a membership organization representing all participants in the information community (creators, publishers, aggregators, vendors, libraries, and individual consumers). It identifies, develops, maintains, and publishes technical standards and recommended practices to support information retrieval, repurposing, storage, metadata, and preservation. More information about NISO can be found at http://www.niso.org/.
ISO is an independent, non-governmental organization made up of members from the national standards bodies of 162 countries. It has published nearly 20,000 international standards in the areas of technology and business. More information about ISO can be found at http://www.iso.org.
The IDPF is a global trade and standards organization that promotes the development of electronic publishing applications and products to benefit content creators and consumers as well as makers of reading systems. It develops and maintains the EPUB content publication standard. More information about the IDPF is available at http://idpf.org.
The UKSG is a membership-based organization with members from all parts of the scholarly information community (librarians, publishers, technology vendors, and intermediaries). It works to facilitate an efficient information chain and better understanding among all members of the scholarly and professional information communities. More information about the UKSG is available at http://www.uksg.org.
KBART
KBART is an acronym for Knowledge Bases and Related Tools. It is a National Information Standards Organization (NISO) Recommended Practice, RP-9-2014. A joint project of NISO and the United Kingdom Serials Group (UKSG), it recommends best practices for providing accurate and timely metadata to link resolver knowledge bases by content providers.
KBART was first released in 2010 (Phase I). It provided guidance on the role and importance of accurate and timely metadata supply to link resolvers to support the consistent and correct resolution of OpenURLs. It was revised in 2014 (Phase II) to go beyond basic metadata guidance, focusing on more granular, complex issues causing problems in metadata supply to knowledge bases. It also provides educational and outreach opportunities for all stakeholders and a centralized information portal.
What is the publisher's view of KBART? 
Summary
Our intention during this poster session was twofold. First, we wanted to highlight three of the standards and recommended practices which have been jointly developed by libraries, publishers, vendors, and other interested parties within the information community. Secondly, we wanted to emphasize that standards and recommended practices benefit all members of the information community, not just publishers and not just libraries. In all cases, the ultimate goal is to provide better, more efficient, and more reliable access to information resources.
